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basis of negotiations was that the piece of
land would be sold to recoup the Govern-
ment their money. Mr. Ewing, when Min-
ister for Education, was also concerned in
the matter. No money would have been lent
but for the understanding that the scheme
would he accepted by the people and by Par-
liament, and the Class A reserve referred to
in the Bill would be sold in order that the
Government might be recouped. I hope that
progress will be reported.

Hon. J1. EWING: On the evidence sub-
mnitted to the -select committee, I think the
finding was a wvise one. If a division be
called for to-night, I shall vote against the
clause. I know the place well. I hope the
Minister will agree to progress being re-
ported in order that a further report may
be obtained.

The Chief Secretary: We must finalise it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think any
member of the select committee would ob-
ject to further inquiries, but it is important
that the rest of the Bill should be passed.
Urgent matters are contained in it, and if
there is delay for further inquiry, we mnay
as well strike out the reference to the re-
serve in question, and then have a separate
Bill to deal with it.

Clause put, and a division taken with- the
following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority against _.

Hon. J. It. Brown
Hon. J . M. Drew
Ron. G. Fraser

lion. J1. Ewing
Han. E. H. H. Hall
HOn. V. Hameraley
Hon. E. H. Barnis
Hen. G. A. Kcrmpton
Hon. A. Lo'rekln
Hot. W. J. Mann

AT=.
iion.

IHon.

NlOE&

W. H.,t
K. H. On

5

Title-agreed to.

]Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.28 p.m.

legislative EseambLy,
Tuesday, 12th November, 1929.

LAOS
Qestion: Cottealee Municipal Standing Orders ... 1470
Motions: Standing Orders suspension . .. 1470

AbrgnsAt to disallow regulation...... ... 1488
Main Roads Board. Contributory Local autbasitles 1482

Bills: Land Tax and Income Tax, 31t. . . 14hl
Milners phthlss Act Amaendmnt, SR........1471
Loa,£220,. a.........1471Iadlod .. 1471
Criminal Code Am ndmnent, repoti'sR ....... 147
Public Service Act Amendment,. t.. .... 1471
ludustis Assistance1 Councl's Amendments ... 1470
Stat. Savings Bank Act Amendment, R. ... 1470
Dried Fruits Act Continuace Council's Amend-

ment,..............................1481
RedistrIbut~n. of Seats Act Amendnment, IS., ft .1494

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-COTTESLOE MUNICIPAL
STANDING ORDERS.

14 Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Agri-
- cultural Water Supplies: 1, Is he a-ware that

9 the "Government Gazette" of the 1st Novemn-
ber contained a new set of standing- orders
for the Cottesloe municipality? 2, WiUl

Wuo those standing orders be laid upon the Table
by
(reller.) this session? 3, Does not standing order

No. 51 therein conflict with Section 158 of
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1006?

Hon. G. W. Mites
Bon. J1. Nicholson
Hon. E. Rose
Hion. H. Seddon
Hon. H. A. Stepbcnson
Horn. H. J. Telland
Hon. C_ F. Baxter

(roller.)

PAIR.
AYH. No.

Hon. C. B. Williams Hon. H. Stewart

Cause thus negatived.
Clause 8, First Schedule-agreed to.
Second and Third Schedules, consequent-

ly, negatived.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WVATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Yes. 3, The last paragraph of By-law 51
is in conflict with Section 158 and the coun-
cit has been so informed.

MOTI014-STANDING ORDERS SUS.
PENSION.

THE PREttIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [4.35]: 1 move--

That during the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far as is
necessary to enable Bills to be introduced
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without notice and to be passed through their
remaining stares onl the same day, and all
mnessages from thle Legislative Council to c.
taken into consideration on the day they are
received.

It may be thought that this motion is being
brought forward rather early in the session,'
hult a glance at thle Notice Paper will indi-
cate to the House that there is little business
remaining, and it should be disposed of in
a few day,,. In order that we may hero
permission to deal with messages from an-
other place, and also to deal with Bills and
put them through al1 stages at one sitting,'
it is necessary' that this motion should be
passed. Of course I give the House an assur-
alice at once that 110 advantage will be taken
of the suspension of the Standing Orders
indul 'v to deal with any matter that may

be hrought forward. If it is sought to put
anly Bill through alt its, stages. at one sitting
and members require further time for its
eons iderat ion, there will be -no objection to
meeting their convenience in every possible
way. NKo advant age -will he taken of the
suspension, but it is dlesired to facilitate the
transaction. of business at this stage of the
session,

IEON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
(ham) [4.37]: I accept the assurance of the
Premier that no advantage wvill he taken of
the suspension of the Standing Orders to
push through legislation that ought to re-
ceive the full consideration of the Ho'isc.
On the Notice Paper there is only one really
important matter, the State Savings Bank-
Act Amendment Bill. I do not know what it
contans, but I gather from remarks already
made that some time will hie required to con-
sider the Bill. Otherwise I think, we canl deal
with all the matters on the Notice Paper
quite well with the Standing Orders rus-
pended. It is customary to suspend the
Standing Orders towards the Close Of the
session, and it is necessary to do so3 oir -we
should tiever get through. the businless. I
accept the assurance of the Premier Lilat

we shall hare amuple time to deal with all
matters that come before the House. I ant
glad to know that no other Bills will be
introduced. It would not he rirta for the
Premier to ask for the suspension ,)f the
Standing Orders, without telling us of any
other Bills to be introduced.

The Premier: If I might explain, theme
are Only two, or perhaps three, Bills that I
know of, a sandalwood Bill, such as we pass

each year to deal with the sandalwood rev-
enue, and an amendmnent of the Arbitration
Act. I was informed yesterday that it will
hr, necessary to pass anl amendment of the
fledh-stribution of Seats Act because of tec-
nical. er-rors in it. I think the Hfouse will
be satisfied that that Bill is of no import-
ano-, because it deals only with technical
errors in the description contained in tie
schedule.

Mr. Latham: It will alter some of the-
boundaries.

The Premier: It maight to a slight extent,
bit, only as regards a few votes here qnd
there.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will it restore the district
of MNt. Margareti

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to know what ameiidment is proposed to
the Arbitration Act. We should have time
to consider such a measure. Arbitration is
a matter that hla-, important eftcets and we
should not be asked to patss legislation hur-
riedir or without ample time for considera-
tion. I have no objection to the passing
of thle motion.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (4)-THIRD RLEADING.

1, Land Taxc and Income Tax.

2), Miner's Phthisis; Act Amendment.

3, Loan, £2,250,000.

4, Sandalwood.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL--CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.

Remaining Stages.

Reports of Committee adopted.

Read a third timec, and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Colier-
Boulder) [4.45] in moving the second
reading said: There are several clauses
in the Bill which deal with purely
verbal alterations6 to ftL- in with our
present system of classification only. There
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are other clauses that are consequent upon
the passing of the Public Service Appeal
Board Act, 1920, which places the respon-
sibility for the classification. upon the Public
Service Commissioner. Again, there are sew-
eral clauses that are necessary owing to
sections in the 1904 Act having become
obsolete. Those clauses need not require
attention by hon, members, but there are
eight points in the Bill to which I will
refer and which are worthy of consideration.
The first is that which will give the Governor-
in-Council power to appoint one assistant
Commissioner where it is thought that one
is necessary. The Act provides that wLe
umay appoint two such Commissioners. It
will be realised that if it is considered
that only one assistant Commissioner is
necessary, there should be power to make
such an appointment. At present there is
no such power, and that is an amendmeur
that will be readily agreed to by every
hon. member. As to the next point, it is
known that periodically there has been a
rr-elassiflcation of tile service. Sometimes it
has taken place after a long interval, and
at other times at periods net quite so long.
We kniow that nearly all wages, so far as
the industrial section of the community is
com-cined, come up for revision at intervals
of not less than three years. I refer to
awards of the Arbitration Court, which very
often are for terms. of 12 mouths hut IInol
ease does the term exceed a period of three
years.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not remember any.
The PREMIER: No. There is no stated

term for such reclassiflcations of the serLvice
in the Public Service Act. It may be left
to the decision of the Public Service Com-
missioner and I do not knew just where
any power on the part of the Government
may come in. There is an amendment in the
Dill to provide for the reclassification of the
service at least once in five years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Would it not
be better to have a definite time fixed in the
Billl Perhaps that period would be too
Tong.

The PIREMIER: I think it is intended to
mean every five Years, although the Bill says
that it shall be at intervals not exeeilinT
five years.

Won. G. Taylor: Would that prevent a
reelastifieation tsking place ini less than a
period of fire years?

TieP PRE,'rTrR: Tt Tihht. but the Bill
sa-%9 that it shall not exceed five years- Tu

the past there has not been att times a re-
classification for seven or eight years, while,
on the other hand, I think there have been
reclassificatioins madle at shorter periods. At
any rate, the amendment will set out that
the period shall not exceed five years. I
shall have no objection to provide a stated
period in the Bill if hon. members, when we
deal with the measure in Committee, can
show that it will be advisable. I do not
think five years is too short a period for a
review of the salaries and conditions of P'in-
ploymeut in connection with our Publie See-
vice. It will be understood that a reelassifi-
cation does uot necessarily mean an inc-rease
iJL salaries. It may mean a reclassification
downwards. if that was in conformity with
the cost of living. Arbitration Court aiwards
may have a downward tendency, because of
a -edudion in the cost of living. Future
reelassifiestions of the Public Service may
take an upwad or a downward trend as
eirc-umstances at, the time may warrant. It
will be seen, therefore, that a reclassification
may mean that salaries will remain as they
are: they' may be increased, or they may
be reduced. In my opinion, there ought to be
a reclassification of the service at periods
ntvt greater than every' five years. Ttn
there is another amenda tnrt which has really
becomec necessary hecau:n of the, practice
adlopted in recent years. The 1901 Act pro-
ides that boys may enter the service by
competitive examination, but not under the
age of 16 years. For some time past the
comipetitive examination system has been
abolished. The Act was passed before the
instituxtioni of the University examinations.
Since the institution of those examinations,
the competitive examinations have been abol-
ishied and we now take boys who havec pased
tht, Juiior exHimI]iiitOii.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Andi that is
quite satisfactory.

The PREM1IER: It is better than the old
system and has worked satisfactorily. At
present, however, many of the boys pass the
lunior examination at an age of 35, or even~
earlier than that. T have known boys to
pass it at 1441 years, Those boys, can-
not be taken into the service because
they, are under 36 years of age, and so the
service has lost some of our brighter boys
because they have been taken up by banks
and other business institutions.

Honn. Sir James Mitchell: The people do
not lose their servces.
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The PREAIERt: That is so, but the boys
mnay preter a Public Service career.

lion. Sir James '%[Litchell: Then they are
very foolish.

The PREMIER: I think so, too, but some-
times their parents decide for them I think
it would be better for the bright boys if it
was otherwise, but perhaps, I should not say
that To secure the services of boys who
have passed their junior examination at au
earlier age than 16, we can only take them
into the service as messengers and hold them
until they are 16 years of age, when they are
drafted into the clerical branch. Many boys
are not satisfied to take positions as mes-
sengers in the interim, and they accept posi-
tions in offices and elsewhere. It is desirable
that we should engage these boys regardless
of their age, so long as they have passed
the junior examination.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: I think that is
a bad argument. You stop them from adopt-
ing an outside career that would be better
for them!1

The PREMIER: That depends upon the
boy,

Hon. G. Taylor: But it often depends
upon the parents' decision.

The PREMIER: That is so.
Mr. Withers: Is the passing of the junior

exanmination always a qualificationq
The PREMIER : It has not beien in the

past, beranise the Act prlovidecd for a1 corn-

petitivel exainiation, hut we have been. tak-
ing boy .s who have passedl the Junior examin-
aition.

Rlon. Sir *James Milchell : And that has
been so for years.

Hoti. C. Taylor: And has; proved satis-
factory.

The PREMI1 E'R : That is so. In some re-
spects the Government have not conformed
strictly to the wording of the Act.

lion. Sir James 'Mitchell: I do not think
that worries some people-

The PREMHER: Perhaps few of us at
one thie or another have not broken some
Acts of Parliament. The next point re-
fers to the appoilitniunt of certain officers as
mnagistrates without examination.

Honl. Sir Jamies M1itchell: You have done
that now.

The PREM[FER: No. At present we can-
not appoint a magistrate unless be is a leg-
ally qualified persion, or has passed the pre-
scribed examnination. We have five such
officers in the Public Service -who have been

there foe a long ime, and have been carry-
in;g cit in all aritiig- capacity as magistrates.

lon. U.4 Tayvlor: And somc of them are
very good men].

The PREMIER: Yes. They are perhaps

1Jast dile age whenl it is easy for a manl to
tudy and pass examninations. The time for

that is during the years of youth, but the
men to whomt I refer have qualified by actual
pracrtic;4 experience and each has, for many
years past., been carrTying on in an acting
capacity as a magistrate.

Hon. G-. Taylior: I know one who has
been acting for 28 years.

Thue PREMIER : I think the lion, member
will know most of thern when I mention their
imnes.-

lion. 6. Taylor: They are very capable
muen,1 too.

The PREMIER : That is so. For instance,
there is Mr. Geary, the acting resident mang-
istrate and warden at Kalgoorlie. His ser-
vLe-e consist of having acted as mining re-
g-istrar and clerk of courts for 11 yeaars and
ac-ting maitrate and ac-tili vadn o

191 ., vear's. Hlis service totals 34Y4 years,
yet it is not possible to appoint Warden
(ienrY as at magistrate because of the pro-
vision in thle Public Service Act, which re-
quirles that he shall either be a qualified legal
praczitioncr or have passed the prescribed
t'xiliniition.

11r'. Vainn: In any event, lie will he too
old to sit for (lie exaiwiatioin now.

Thle PREMIER: Of course. If he sat for
the examiination and passed, I have no doubt
lie would be appointed, but it will be re-
cognis-ed that after a manl has attained a
Certain age, it is riot ealsy for himn to pass
-ucl n exaltumnarion.

111% Mann: But even so, would he not be
too old to sit in accordance with the regu-
lations?7

The PREMiER: I do not know about
that, but if he did and passed, I think he
could hie appointed. But it is quite out of
thle question to ask these men, who have been
carrying on for such a long period, to sit for
such an exanmination. Then there is Mr. Me-
Ginn, who is the acting magistrate at Ocr-
aldton.

Hon. G. Taylor: He is a most capable
inaii with long experience.

The PREMITER: That is so. He acted
ais mining registrar and clerk of courts for
28 years and has been holding his present
position as5 acting magistrate and acting war-
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den for 61/ years, so that lie has a total
rervie of 34 years. As is known to some
goldfields members, 'Mr. 'Mc~inn hats acted
on a numlber of occasions at Kalgoorlie and
elsewhere on the g.uldilelds wheni the wvar-
den has been away, Then there is
Mr. Lang, who is to-day acting mnagis-
trate ait Carnarvon. He has bha 22 years
of service as Principal Registrar at the
Mines Department, and has acted as magis-
trate at various times from 1.912 to 1921. He
has done that while occupying his position
as Chief Mining Registrar and has gone to
Southern Cross, Ravensthorpe and other
centres relieving magistrates for the time be-
ing. He, too, has a total service of 34 years.

Hon. Gi. Taylor: And a fine man, too.
The PREMI1ER: Mr. Horgan is another.

He was at Carnarvon as magistrate, buit
has been transferred to the Children's
Court. Then there is Colonel Mansbridge,
who is at Broome. He was mining regis-
trar and clerk of courts on the goldfields
for a period of 25 years. He was filling
one of those positions when he wvent to the
war. On his return, he was appointed act-
ing magistrate at Broome, and he has oc-
cupied that position ever since. Colonel
Mansbridge has been there eight years. As
Bill Adams said, referring to the Army that
won for him the battle of Waterloo, "flood
men, all of them. " 'Mr. Mlansbridge lias
had 38',4o years service. Then there is 'Mr.
Butler, who is acting resident magistrate
and warden at Cue. He has been njiruur
registrar and clerk of courts for 27 years
and acting warden for 61 years. HRis total
service is 34 years. Of the five officers I1
have mentioned, not one has less than :34
years service.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: But this is not
the way to alter the position.

The PREMIER: That is a question that
might he considered, whether the law
should be altered in regard to examnina-
tions. Very few of the gentlemen holding
the positions I have referred to were legally
qualified and none was asked to pass an
examination. All the same, the State was
fortunate in securing the services of very-
capable and practical men to fill these
posts. One can scarcely recall an instance
of an officer who, though not legally train-
ed, was not sound and practical and who
did not fail to render vrlyv good service to
the State,- particularly in the earlier years.

Hon. G. Taylor: Warden Finnerty was
not a legal man.

The PREMIER: 'No, and he played a
very important part in the early days of
the gold discoveries. So it is thought that
we should appoint these men in permanent
capacities.

Ron. Sir Jlames Mitchell: Bot this is the
wrong way to do it.

The PREMIIER: That may be, but it
must be remembered that the instances to
which I have referred are exceptional, and
in eachl there is a splendid record of ser-
vice in acting capacities. In these eases
perhaps an exception might be made. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that the whole qulestion of examination for
these appointments might be considered.
For some years past there have been com-
plaints because of the number of acting
app~ointmecnts that have been made to the
magistracy. In two eases or perhaps three,
positions hnve been advertised, but it has
not been possible to make permanent ap-
pointments because the salary-I assume it
was for that reason-was not sufficiently at-
tractive. There was no response to the
call for applicants for the positions and it
was not surprising that men of standing
did not try to secure the positions. Per-
sonally I consider that the salary ought to
be increased to such an extent as to at-
tract men of standing at the Ban. It has
been remarked in this House during the
discussion on the Estimates that the duties

,performed by magistrates are becoming in-
creasingly important year after year. We
have miade an effort to do away with the
position that has been existing for so many
years, but we have failed, principally be-
cause the salaries offered have not been
sufficient. Another amendment it is pro-
posed to bring about is rather important.
It is known that the Public Service Com-
missioner on re-classifying the service, al-
ways fixes minimum and maximum salaries.
There 'is considerable difference between
the minimum and the maximum. For many
years past under a certain salary-I think
about £270 or £280-the annual increment,
that is, the progression from the minimum
to the maximum, has been automatic. There
kas been. a grade rise every year, going
Lip in] multiples of 12, until the ma-ximum
is reached. But increases to officers on sal-
aries above £280 have not been automatic;
it has been at the discretion of the Public
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Servic Commissioner, or to be more cor-
rect, the Government of the day whether
increases should be granted or not. On re-
classification the Public Service Conmis-
sioner says that the mnaximum salary is
really the value of the position.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh no.
The PREMIER: He says that the posi-

tion is worth the maximum, but the inaxi-
mum is fixed mainly to meet the position.
When new appointments are made and an
officer is not regarded as efficient, the real
value of the office is the minimum salary.
There may be reasons why an officer should
start at a figure below the maximum, and
after that he works up by annual increments
until the maximum is reached.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why should it
not be reached in the first year, if a man is
specially capablel

The PREMIER: An officer may be new
to the position, and it is desirable that he
should commence at the minimum salary and
work his way up. But very often the posi-
tion is classified at the maximum and the
Public Service Commissioner determines
what the salary shall be. Then he fixes the
salary of the office at the maximum. He
does not always commence at the mirnnim.
The position may be classified, and, as has
been done, the officer receives the maximum
salary because it is considered that ho is
worth that salary. If, however, the office
became vacant, and someone else were ap-
pointed, probably the new man would have
to start at the minimum. The amendment
now brings all into the same category, that
is to say, the increments towards the maxi'-
mum shall be annual. There is something to
be said for and against that.

Ron. G. Taylor: Merit, does not count.
The PREMIER: There is something to be

said both ways. At the present time, it may
be said an officer would remain at the mini-
mum or at a sum midway between the mini-
mumn and the maximum, if he did not show
efficiency and aptitude for the position.

Hon. G. Taylor: Which system would be
better ?

The PREMIER: A very small percentage
of officers have progressed annually towards
the maximum. During the war years when
the financial difficulties of the State were
great, increments were not paid; also in
times of depression it may be thought that
the State would be justified in holding up
annual increments to officers of the service.

The next amendment provides for the pay-
went of additional remuneration to officials
acting in positions higher than their own.
At the present time if an officer is filling a
post higher than his own, he has to fill
it for three mohths before he gets any
additional remuneration; after the three
months he receives half the difference be-
tween his salary and that of the officer he
is relieving. The amendment in the Bill
makes the period one month instead of three.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: You might as
wvell wipe out the month o together.

The PREMIER: I do not suppose the
Public Service would object to that, but theme
must be a short period. A month might- be
required in which to become acquainted with
the duties of the higher position. The lnst
amendment of any importance is the aboli-
tion of the present separate board to hear
appeals against penalties. At present if the
Public Service Commissioner should impose
a penalty upon any officer for any misde-
mean our, that officer has the right to ap-
peal, but to an appeal board presided over
by the Public Service Commissioner, who
inflicted the penalty.

Hon. Sir James MIitchell: Better not to
have these penalties at all.

The PREMIER: If there 'were no power
to inflict penalties it might be that dismissal
would follow. Generally it may be said that
the Public Service Commisrioner or any offi-
cer filling that position would be inclined to
give the person concerned the benefit of the
doubt and inflict a penalty. As I say, al-
though in the past an officer penalised had
the right to appeal, the appeal was from
Caesar to Caesar, for the appeal board has
been constituted of a representative of the
Government, a representative of the Public
Service, and the Public Service Commis-
sioner as chairman. Now it is proposed that
such appeals shall be made as appeals
against classification are made, that is to say,
to the appeal board appointed -under the Act
of 1920, Very few of these cases come up.
It is not often that penalties are inflicted,
so it -will not mean any considerable ad-
dition to the work of the appeal board, It
is but seldom that penalties are inflicted
and in most cases there have been no appeals,
the offiers concerned having accepted the
findings. So the amendment will not increase
the work of the existing appeal board. I
think 'it much preferable that the appeal
should be heard by an entirely independent
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Jboard, instead of a board presided over by
the Public Service Commissioner, who im-
posed the penalty.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Under this -you
will have a judge of the Supreme Court sit-

ig on an appeal against a fine of 5&.
The PREMIER: I scarcely think an offi-

cer fined 5s. would he likely to appeal.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- But it may have

been an unjust decision, in which ease he
would certainly appeal.

The PREMIIER: I think that generally
the decision involving a fine is a perfectly
fair one, that indeed the delinquent is,
treated leniently. 'Most of the officers will
recognise that.

*Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 'What is the
cost of the present appeal hoard appointed
under the Act?

The PREMIER: Very little. That board
seldomn sit-,, except once in five years fol-
lowing on a reclassi fication.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: But how many
officers are likely to be appealing?

The PREMIEIR: Those fined have been
v-cry few indeed. After the last reclassifica-
tion a large number of appeals were made
against that reclassification. That occupied
the timne of the appeal hoard at some length.

Btonce the board has disposed of sutch ap-
peals it has virtually nothing to do until the
next reclassification comes along, five years
later'. Of course an officer at any time can
appeal to the appeal board if additional
duties are imposed on him. But there are
very few cases -that the appeal boardl is called
upon to deal withi, except following on re-
classifications, which hare been made once
in five years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But occasion-
alvan officer is reclassified beeanse of in-

-creased importance.

The PREMIER: Yes, at times, but such
reclassifieations are made only when an office
become vacant, or if it suddenly increases in
importance. Those are the main points in
the Bill, and I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

On motion by Ron. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BIIL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE.

Councils Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Coemmrittee.

Mr. Angelo in th e Chair; th e 'Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2, Subelause (1), para-
graph (b) .-Tnsert after "mortgagor" in line
19 the words "the whole or tiny pert of."

Insert after "instalment" in line two, page
two, the words "or any part thereof so re-
fun tded."

The 3LINISTEII FORl LANDS: This pro-
posed1 amiendment is not at all necessary,
linit rather than argue about it I will accept
it. 1 move-

That the antndnwant be igreed to.

Qicstion put and passed; the Counc-il's
atiieriduit'nt agr-eed to.

No. 2. Clause 2, Suhelause (2).-Insert
alter- interest" where it appears a second

time in line) five, the words ''or any part
thereof."

lisert after "instalment" in line eleven
I he wvoirds "or the part thereof."

The MINSISTE FOR LANDS: This is
largely consequential. I move-

That the anwendmnt be agreed to.

Question ptit and passed; the Council's
aniendmoat agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
-trnl a message accoidiagly returned to ti
Council.

BILL--STATE SAVINGS BANK AMl
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-Boul
tier) [5.27] in moving the second readinj
said: As in manyv other Bills, some of thi
amendments in this measure are really oJ
but minor importance.

-Hon. G. Taylor: Yon are doing a lot o:

repair work this session.

The PREMIER: Well, with the passinj
of tile years Acts; become obsolete and hay
to be amended. In our State Savings Bai
Act there are sections dealing with the ol
days of the Post Otlice Savings Bank. Thos.
provisions, have become entirely obsolet
with the es4tablishment of the Commonwealt
Savings Bank. This Bill deals wvith amend
ments of the Savings Batnk Act, and als
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with the establishment of a rural bank de-
par-tment of the State Savings bank.

lion. Sir James i~tchell: I hope you will
hame a bit of cash in it, but at present it
'loes not look promising.

The PIREMIER: I think we shall be able
to raise the cash if necessary. But in the
first place I think the public will rush it
with deposits, and so noney will be available
from that source.

Hon. Sir Jamues Mitchell: If they did, it
would be the worst thing that could happen
at the present juncture.

The PREMIER: I scarcely think people
would place money on deposit in any bank
if they bad use for it in industry or in
any other direction. In the Bill provision
is made that the Treasurer in office at the
time shall be a body corporate, and the assets
and liabilities of the bank shall be invested
in the bank as incorporated. One of the
principal amtendments deals 'with the ap-
pointment of a hoard; that is to say, the
hank is to be administered by a board of
directors. That is a new provision and is
introduced because the work of the bank
will lie considerably widened if the rural
bank department is established. In any case
I think it advisable that a bank should be
administered by a board of directors or by
conmmissioners. I think I amt speaking truly
whei I say there is not in Australia a sav-
ings bank not administered by comirni-
sioiiers or by a board of directors, even
bhough that bank vawi ks on savings bank

business exclusively. The hoard shall c'on-
sist of the Varfler Treasurer for the lime
being, as5 chairman, and two other persons
appointed by the Governor-in-Council. The
fee to be drown by the members of the hoard
will also he fixed bjy the Governor-in-Council.

Mr. Lathani: Will they he life appoint-
meats?

The PVEIER: 'No. It is not desirable
Io appoint anyone for life to such a position.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Alitehell: They will have
to he very carefully selected. You will not
be able to take anyone.

The PREMITER: Of course. In the case
of positions of importance, the persons ap-
pioinited mast he carefuilly selected. The sue-
cess or failure of a hank, railwoys. or any
other concern, depends upon the calibre of
the men who aire directig operations. We
k-now that from experience. The buviness
of the bank will he divided into two separate
departments. There will be the savings bank
and the rural bank.'

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- Truly rural.

The PREMIER: That rolls easily off the
tongue. The transactions and accounts rs-
lating to each department are to be kept
-.eparate from those relating to the other
department. It will be ageed that is a neces-
sary provision. The Bill provides for the
use of the funds in a joint 'capacity during
the month, but an adjustment shall be made
att the eurl of each month. The officers of
the hank will be permitted to carry on the
duties of the two departments conjointly,
anid ther-e wvll be an.l apportionment of thie
charges as between the savings bank and
the rural bank. For the mnoment I am not
dealing with the rural bank clauses. The
savings bank may make advances to de-
positors by way of loan or overdraft.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has beau
done for some time.

The PRE4-IER: There has been no au-
thority to 4do it under the Act, although we
have over a million pounds on fixsed deposit.
In respect to other Acts, things have been
done that have been found necessary and
advisable to do, although they have not been
in strict conformity with the Acts concerned.
We lose miany clients because people cannot
get temporary accommodation from us. We
can only advance on mortgage, and consider-
able delay ensues in the preparation of docu-
mnents in transactions of that 'kind. The
Bill also provides for the investment of
savings bank money in Commonwealth secur-
ities. The old section dealing with invest-
ieats does not provide that. The Bill fur-
ther lprovides that the saving- hank may
invest its fuinds in debentures to he issued
by the new rur-il bank department. That
is another direction whereby the rural batik
Jepartmient will obtain funds.

Hon. Sir James M1itchell: You will not
get mucV out of that now.

The PREMIER: No. It is proposed also
to increase 'the limit of advances from
1:5,000 to U10,000. This provision will pro-
bably not often be taken advantage of, but
it will be within the judgmuent of the board
to do so.

Mr. Latharn: The board wil see to that-

The P'REMIIER: We have found in re-
cent years that friendly societies, in the
erection of buildings, do most of their busi-
ness with the savings bank. In mans cases
they desire loans in excess of £5.,000, but
uinder the Act have not been able to get
them. It is desirable we should retain the4

basin ass. 13eea use of their membersh in
throughout the State, they are a good adrer -
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rising medium for the bank and good for the
business of the bank.

Mr. Angelo: You cannot call that a rural
bank.

The PREMIER: 4these are the amend-
mnents dealing with the Savings Think Act. I
have not yet come to the rural bank. The
clauses dealing with the rural. bank are
found in Part IV., Nos. 7 to 22. All are
new. It will be seen, that the savings bank
is empowered to carry on a rural bank
department. The purposes for which the
bank would carry on business are specified
in one of these clauses. For the information
(if members I will read it. The bank mnay-

Receive money on deposit for a fixed teim,
and pay interest thereon; receive deposits to
be inscribed as ''deposit stock'' repayable on
notice as prescribed and pay interest thereon;
accept money on current account to be oper-
ated on by cheques; discount bills, drafts and
Government securities; issue bills and drafts
and grant letters of credit; borrow ntoney

Mr. Latham: That is the principal thing
it will have to do.

The PREMJ1L1R: This will be done by the
issue of debentures. Furthermore, it may-

Make advances by way of loan, vad grtnt
overdrafts payable on demnand to agricultural,
pastoral, rural or primary producers, or to
persons carrying on industries immediately as-
sociated with rural pursuits, on the secarity
of land, crops, wool, stock, plant or mnachuery
personal security, guarantees by co-operative
societies or associations, promissory notes, bills
of exchange, or other securities approved by
the bank; do anything incidental to sty of its
powers,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: In fact, general
banking.

The PREMIER: Yes, with exceptions.
Associated banks have no restrictions what-
ever. They do business with anyone in any
phase of industry. This clause restricts the
operations of the rural bank to rural or
primary prodneers.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: To those who
carry on industry.

The PRE"MIER: The advances are re-
stricted to those who carry on industries.
This falls very far short of the scope of
ge-neral banking as eari-rkd out by the Asso-
ciated Baniks.

Hon. Sir James -Mitchell: It covers a lot
of the ground.

The PREMIER: I think there is consider-
able limitation as compared with the activi-
ties of a private bank.

Mr ahr:Would this cover countryr

storekeepers?

The PREMIER: 1 do not think they
could be biaid to be earrying on an industry
associated with primary production.

Mr. Latham: But they buy wheat and
that sort of thing.

The PREMLIER: The buying of wheat is
not an industry. They are not producers,
and would not come within the definition.
The same thing would apply to a black-
smith. If that were so, the definition could
be extended to an unlimited extent.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: To motor ears.
The PRtFiLERL: To the mol-or car agent

und all other people. These are the powers
with regard to lending. No limitation or
restriction is placed upon deposits- Anyone
may deposit money with the bank, as is done
with any other bank.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- You need not
worry about that part of it.

The PIREMIIER: If we have regard to
the manner in -which the Commonwealth
lnk has progressed, it will be found there

is a derided tendency on the part of the
publie to invest in Government banks.

Mr. Latham: If we had ' power to get
out a note issue it would be all -right.

The PREMI.1ER: These powers are simi-
lar to those given to the rural bank depart-
ment in New South Wales and Victoria. We
ire not launching out in any experiment with
regard to Government banking. As a matter
of fact, the clauses dealing with the rural
bank are taken almost entirely from the
New South Wales legislation, and partly
from the Victorian. The New South Wales
s~ections are much wider than those of Vic-
toria, and of a later date. This is not
general banking such as is done by associated
banks.

lion. Sir James 'Mitchell: Will overdrafts
be given to members of Parliament?

The PREMIER: I am afraid not,
Hfon. Sir -James MAitchell: What about

secrecy?
The PREMINIER: I think there are sec-

tions in the existing Act dealing with secrecy-
If not, it will be necessary to insert some-
thing in this Bill- I will look into the
mtatter.

Ron. Siz- James Mitchell: You would get
iio business if there were no such provisions-.

The PREMIER: If it is in the existing
Act it will cover the position. The point is
worthy of consideration. The Bill provides
that the State guarantees all moneys -used by
the rural bank, just as im the ease with the
savings bank.
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.Nr. Latham: When you deposit your
money with the savings bank you do not
need to specify in which department you are
banking it.

The PREMIER: Not at all The money
will be pooled, as it were, and adjustments
made monthly.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are not
going to pay interest on deposits in the
rural bank, are you?

The PREMIER: Yes, of course.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: At savings bank

7ates ?
The PREMIER: In the usual way.
[ion. Sir James Mitchell: You will have

th Antrs creeping up to about 10pe
4-eat.

The 1PREMIIER: I think the interest will
be on the lines of private banks.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No bank in the
world could pay it. Do you want to ruin
people engaged in the industry?

The PRE'MIER: I do not think it would
;)e right to pay on a daily balance. As we
haime given) the power to the Savings Bank
to invest in debentures, so is power given to
the rural bank department to issue deben-
tres and to affix the commnon seal of the
1hank.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: What about
the limitation in the Financial Agreement?

The PREMIER: I do not think there is
much relationship between this Bill and the
Financial Agreemnent. The issue of deben-
tuie4 is the only means by which we can
raise the capital required to carry on a rural
hank. The due payment of principal and
interest on the debentures will be a charge on
the. securities of the bank, and provision is
made for a guarantee by the State for the
payment of interest and principal in respect
to debentures issued by the rural bank.
There are several machinery clauses relating
to the issue and transfer of debentures that
,to with any principle of this kind. Pro-
vision is made that the proceeds fronm the
i,ue of debentures shall be applied by the
inral bank department in pursuance of Part
1I'. of the measure; that is to say, the pro-
ceeds of any debentures issued shall be ap-
plied exclusively to the rual hank side of the
busiiness and will have nothing to do with
the Savings Hank side. It is laid down that
loans shall be granted on first mortgage, ex-
cept only where a prior encumbrance exists
under the Wire and Wire Netting Act or
other statutory charges upon the land.

Mir. Latham: You would not advance on
a second mortgage if the Agricultural Bank
held the first mortgage?

The PREMIER: The Agricultural Bank
has enough trouble with the first mortgages,
without our taking a second mortgage under
this measure. I would be sorry if a farmer
could obtain accommodation in both ways.

Mr. Latham: They do obtain accommo-
dation fronm the associated banks under
second niortgages.

The MXinister for Lands: Only if the
security is good enough.

The PIZEIER: I do not think the far-
mer gets accommodation anywhere unless
be has security, except perhaps when he
commences on the land and then the secur-
ity is the work he carries out. He does not
obtain a loan until he has done the work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Everybody
talk of the farmer as if he were a darned
pest.

The PREMIER: And regards him some-
what in the light of those things dealt
with under the Vermin Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a rotten
attitude.

The PREMIER: I do not think anything
offensive to the farmer has been said.
There is a long clause dealing with the for-
feiture of Crown land securities and the
prrn edure necessary by the bank. The sanc-
tion of the bank must be obtained before
any dealings can take place in land mort-
gaged to the bank. It is also provided that
the net profits earned by the rural bank in
any one year shall be placed to a reserve
fund for meeting losses or deficiences on tbel
department's workings. As the Leader of
the Opposition knows, the profits from the
Savings Bank are paid to the Treasury, but
any net profit from the rural bank will be
paid into a reserve fund. The hion. member
smiles as if he thought there would be no
profit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course not.
The PREMIER: Anyhow, whatever net

profit there is will be paid to a reserve
fund and provision is made for the fund to
be invested. The Bill is easy to follow. It
consists of only 27 clauses, many of which
are formal. The principal provisions are
contained in Clauses 7 to 22 and deal with
the rural bank proposal. It may be argued
that it is not necessary for the State to
enter upon such business, but I think all
who have been engaged in rural pursuits
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for many years will agree that there is
room for a bank of this kind. In travelling
around the country districts I have fre-
quently been asked by agriculturists and
other people to establish a bank of this
kind, in order that we might provide rural
credit when private banks will not do so.

Mr. Latbam: I do not think they will
get all they expect from this proposal.

The PREMIER: I am not sure of that.
I do not think the bon. member has had
much opportunity as yet to study the Bill.

Mr. Latham: I have read it earefully.
The PREMIER: I am prepared to con-

sider any proposals the lion. member might
make to increase the scope of the bank.
The Government do not want to go so far
as to make it a general bank, but insofar as
it is necessary to embrace all that is con-
nected with rural industries and their
actual development, I shall be prepared to
go a long way. The purpose of the Bill is
to assist to provide rural credit and enable
people engaged in agricultural pursuits to
do their banking through this institution.
I think we shall be able to provide rural
credit when other banks are disinclined to
do so. Very often there is a tightening up
by the private bannis because of conditions
existing in other States. Although we may
have prosperous years and he doing good
commerical business, because of depressed
conditions in the Eastern States, where
every one of our banks has its headquarters
-there is no truly Western At~strahian
Bank to-day-- and where they have their
general managers, and directors and share-
holders, there is a consiJderable curtailment
of c7redit herc because the money is re-
quired by the banks at headquarters. I
venture to say that a large number of pro-
ducers have found that to be so, and they
have not been able to understand why cre-
dit has not been available to them, although
good seasons have been experienced in this
State. They have not looked beyond and
realised that it was due to the fact of our
banks being controlled outside Wvestern
Australia that the business done here
has. been balanced, as it were, with
the business done in the Eastern States.
Cowserlnently, in timnes such as the pre-
sent, when there is aL great tighten-
ing of credit and when it is essen-
tial that primary producers should have
credit available to them, this bank should
be able to assist them, quite irrespective of

what the private banks may be doing be-
cause of conditions existing beyond the
boundaries of the State.

Mr. Stubbs: It will not conflict with the
Agricultural Bank?

The PREMIER: It will not come into
touch with the Agricultural Bank in any
shape or f orm. The Agricultural Bank will
continue in the future as in the past, but
the rural bank's work will be supplementary
to the work of the Agricultural Bank. As
members are aware, the Agricultural Bank,
in conjunction with the Industries Assist-
ance Board, has brought farmers out of a
difficult and struggling position to a state
of comparative independence. They have
been able to wipe off their indebtedness not
only to the Industries Assistance Board but
to the Agricultural Bank. We have taken
the risk in bad days, and then have banded
over good clients as a going coneern to the
associated banks. If such a man desires to
do his banking business with the State, he
should he able to do it. I consider that the
Agricultural Bank in itself is incomplete un-
less we supplement it with some such insti-
tution as a rural bank. I am not wedded to
the scope of the Hill If the measure can
be improved in Committee, so long as the
principle underlying the Bill is preserved, I
shall be glad to listen to any amendments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The main point
is, where is the money to come from 1

The P-REMvIER: I do not think there will
be any difficulty in raising money by the
issue of debentures.

Hon. Sir James Mitcelll: You do not
want to take money that is already in use.

The PREMIER: If people were inclined
to withdraw their money from whatever
direction it may be employed and take up
debentures in the rural bank, they would be
the class of people who would invest their
money in Commonwealth bonds and similar
securities. There is a class of investor who
prefers the gilt-edged security. Such inves-
tors, I should say, -would put their money
into rural hank debenture;, guaranteed by
the State just as Savings Bank money is
guaranteed, whereas otherwise they would
put it into Comm onwealth or similar secur-
ities. T agree that it is bad for the State
for people to withdraw their capita from
investment, or prevent its being put back in-
to indu~try. If n person has £5,000 at his
command and puts it into the further de-
velopmient of the agricultural or pastoral in-
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dustry , the State derives much better re-
sutits than it would do if the money were in-
vested in Government bonds.

Hon. Sir James M1itchetll: There is no
doubt about that.

Mr/Davy: Raising money in Australia
'results in its being withdrawn fronm work
and invested with the Government.

The PREMIER: That was accentuated
during the war and since the war, because
the Commonwealth and the States have gone
on the Australian market tas borrowers to a
large extent, and to that extent money is
withdrawn from industries. Many people
are content to putt their money into Govern-
ment stocks or bonds, and to sit down and
draw the interest. On the other hand, it
would be much better for the country if
their money were put back into industries
that assist in the development of the State.
Trhere would be a greater return to the
-whole of the people than would he possible
if money were invested in Government stock,'
and the Government had the spending of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yet you are
proposing this legislation in order to get
people to invest their money in Government
debentures!

The PREMIER: I claim that we will not
encourage the diversion of money as sug-
gested. I say we will draw off money only
so far as it affects people who prefer to take
up such debentures. I do not think it will
affect money that would otherwise be used
for the development of industries. We may
divert some of the money that would other-
wrise go into Commnonwealth bonds or other
Government securities. Then again the
money lent to the State Savings Bank under
the Bill will assist the State in that it will
be devoted to the development of our agri-
cultural areas by means of loans to farmers
and others, and that will do more good for
the State than if the money were to be in-
vested in Commonwealth securities to he
spent elsewhere for other purposes. These
are the main features of the Bill, and I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second timc.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL-DRIED PRUITS ACT CONTDIU-
ANWE.

Council's Amiendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-

sidered.

in Committee.

M\r. Lambert in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Delete the words "thirty-one''
in the last line and insert "thirty-two."

The flINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill sought to continue the operations
of the Dried Fruits Act from the 31st March,
10, to the 31st March, 1931. The effect
of the Council's amiend is to extend it to
1932, thus providing for a two years' e-
tension instead of for 12 months only. I
see no particular objection to the Council's
amendment.

-Mr. lhivv Yon dlo noit intend to accept
it!

The IffENISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It merely extends the operations of the Act
for another year.

Mr. Davy: That is 100 per cent. objection.
The IMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

We can understand any member objecting to
the course suggested if lie is opposed to the
Bill itself. As I pointed nut during the sec-
ond reading stage, this is a controlling mea-
sure, and as such should have a period fixed
for its continuance. We are working in co-
operation with the Commonwealth and the
Eastern States in the control of dried fruits.
In New South WVales the Akct is a continuous
one, whereas iii other States a five-year
period is provided. Our mneasure would be
useless if we did not provide for the con-
tinuation of the legislation to bring us into
line with the Eastern States where the dried
fruits industry is caried on. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: When the Legislative Council
sends down an amendment, we should give it
due consideration.

Mr. Sleem an:- But not too much.
Mr. DAVY: We should grasp what they

are driving at. The Minister seems to have
a perfect Jove for amendments received from
another place. When amendmnentsa are moved
here, I do not say that he turns them down
with contempt, because he is never rude, but
he does turn them down firmly. When
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amendments, often exactly similar, are re-
ceived from the Legislative Council, he
agrees to them with avidity. A few dlays
ago amendments received from the Council
were accepted readily and were welcomed by
the Minister. Some of them represented
amendments that had actually been mnoved
in this Chamber, but the Minister would not
listen to them here,

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
all innocuous, and did not amount to any-
thing.

Mr. DAVY: Then why did not the 'Min-
ister accept them heret

The Minister for Agriculture: All that
they set out could have been done, and would
have been done, by way of regulations.

Mr. DAVY: That is not the point. The
amendments were moved in Committee here
and rejected firmly by the Minister. When
they were received from the Legislative
Council, he accepted them as being right and
proper.

The Mflnister for Agriculture: No.
Mr. DAVY: Then what is the matter? Is

the Minister afraid of himselfI Does he re-
gard amendments moved in this Chamber as
traps?1

-Mr Sleeman: They are more likely to be
traps when received from another place.

Mr. DAVY: I should imagine so.
The CHAIRMAN: Order I The hon.

member must not reflect upon another place.
Mr. DAVY: That is so, and I do not wish

to reflect upon the members there. As the
result of our experience of each other, gained
during the six years we have been together,
[ should think we should be able to impose
a certain amount of trust in each other,
and give each other credit for sincerity,
even though we may be wrong at times. I
take it the Government framed the Bill in
their wisdom and considered that the measure
was one that should not remain on the statunte
book for all time, but should be reviewed
from year to year. Personally, I think it
should he looked into at once and then kicked
into the waste paper basket, to remain there
for the rest of the time Parliament exists in
Western Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture: We could
not do that.

Mr. DAVY: Although the Minister does
not agree with me on that point, he shares
my d1istrust and dislike of the Act sufficiently
to say that it ishould not be made permanent,
but should be reviewed from time to time.

The Minister for Agriculture: I assure you
that the Eastern States Acts are for ii longer
period than ours.

Mr. DAVY: They do things in the East-
ern States that wake me shudder! Their
legislation is infinitely worse than I have ever
feared Western Australian legislation could
heeonc! As we decided that the extension
of the Act should be for one year, I cannot
see any justification for accepting the amend-
ment from the Council.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: You do not
believe in control, but you would not like the
Eastern States to dump their fruit in West-
ern Australia!1

Mr. DAVY: The measure will not have
the slightest effect on that. That is not the
object of the Bill. The paint is that the Gov-
ernment decided that the Act was so dan-
gerous that it ought not to be on the statute-
hook for more than one year at a time.

The MKinister for Agriculture: It ought
not to be permanent.

Mr. DAVY: No, and the Government de-
c ided that we should reconsider the matter
from year to year.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not think the
Government did anything of the sort. That
position was forced on them by the Legis-
lative Council.

Mr. DAVY: An any rate, the Government
asked Parliament this year to decide that the
Act should he continued for one year. Had
they thought it advisable to continue it for
two years, they would have legislated accord-
ingly. The amendment is one that should
not he accepted from a House of review. f
am surprised and pained that the Minister
should be so ready to accept it, and I shall
vote against it.

lRon. WX. 1). JO}INSON: I can under-
stand the member for West Perth being
opposed to the extension of legislation of
this kind, because we know from; his utter-
ances he is not deeply interested in the we]-
fare of the producers of this country.

Mr. Davy: That is; a most unfair thing
to say! 1 am surprised at yo i!

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I w-rrn the bon.
member that he should be ear:ful in hiR;
attacks upon the introducers of legislation
of this description.

Mr. Davy: I have not attacked anyone!
You are doing the attackng!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : I am doing
so in the interest& of the hon. member. andl
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I anm endeavouring to save him from luie-
self!1

Houn. Sir JamieslMitchell: Thle member for
West Perth must be much obliged to you!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I would remind
the hon. member of what happened to the
member for Perth in the House of fiepre-
srn'a'ives who was disloyal to his party
regarding both his actions and his utterances.
In this particular instance, the legislation
affecting the dried fruits industry -was
fathe-erl by the National Party th--ough the
Federal Government. Theiceore the lion.
member should be careful when he launches
an attack on his own party in r-espect of
legislation such as that now before its. The
Bill is requited because the Commonwealth
Government initiated such legislation to save
the producers from disaster. It was to pro-
tect returned soldiers who had taken up laud
and were interested in viticulture.

31r. Latham: And for [lie protection of
the people of the State.

Hon. W. D. JOHNISON: I do not think
tite Fcderal Government were mnuch inter-
ested in the welfare of the settlers of this
State, hut were influenced by the parlous
position in which the settlers on the Murray
Flats in South Australia and, to an extent,
others in Victoria and N-%ew South Wales
found themselves, and they introduced legis-
lation to enable them to render thle assist-
ance required for the protection of the
struggling growers. That was useless unless
the States co-operated, and each State inter-
ested in viticulture extended that co-opea-
ion by passing the necessary legislation. In
this State the legislation introduced was to
have been permanent but the limitation was
forced upon the Government by another
place. In introducing the Bill now before us,
the Government no doubt thoughlt they would
please the Cottncil hy continuing that limi-
tation and fixing the extended period to one
year only, but in this instance the Council
have decided that the extension should hi'
for two years. There is a definite reason
for that, and it is a practical proposition.
The board to administer the legislation is
elected for two years and surely it is merely
common sense to continue the operations of
the Act for a similar period! I am sorry
it is not being extended for fiv-e years. The
growers in this State were in a deplorable
condition. They organised themselves with
a view to placing the marketing of their
products on a reasonably profitable bss

bitt they failed. Since the boat] hias be-n.
in control of the position, its efforLs have
s~ucceedled and the dried fruits have been
marketed on a basis that has returned a
fair profit to the growers. The members of
the board have arranged the percentage of
exports by each producer, thus enabling the
bolance to he marketed in Australia at
reasonable prices.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Fi. IV. D. JOHNSON: If we had not
ain Act such as this, the other States would
be able to exploit our local market, render-
ing the position of our producers abso-
Iutely fimposs-ible; and that position is
had enought now, without itter-state,
conpetitioti. This legislation was intro-
ducwed here because of the passing of the
Commnon wealth legislation. The board have
been functioning, have appealed to the pro-
ducers and have beent re-elected by them.
Moreover, the producers in conference have
recctitly declared themselves unanimously in
favour of the Act. The dried fruits industry
has been materially assisted by the board's
operations, which have prevented disastrous
dumping. My only regret is that the Coun-
ril have njot made the period five or ten
Years. Control of the industry is essential, as
ik proved by the almost world-wide adop-
tion of similar tmeasures and devices.

Mr. STt(T BS: For various reasons I
support the Council's amendment. Largely,
I am in accord with the previous speaker's
views. Co-operation is essential to the exist-
ence of the dried fruits industry; hut those
eIrgag -d in that industry should be warned
that there mnust be, as well as co-operation,
at systemn of marketing that will ensure our
fruit hearing inspection and passing muster.
Msn~jy of our growvers have in the past placed
n the mnarket fruit equal to that coming

froiti California, and from the 'Mediterranean
countries, in which countries labour is cheap.
Assuredly I do not advocate cheap labour
for Australia. I regard cheap labour as
incompatible with permanent prosperity.

Mr. Satapson: The Mexican labour em-
ployed itt California's fruit industry is low-
priced.

Mr. STUBBS: No member is justified in
voting for the Bill unless he holds that Aus-
tralia can produce the article in a form ac-
cep table to customers. Not long ago growers
produced to me fruit the taste of which
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was excellent, but which lacked bloom, and
appearance. That incident illustrates the
difficulties encountered by growers. It is in
the finishing touches somic growers foil. The
Cbommonwealth legiLslation protects growers

gantbemselves.
The CHAIRIMAN: The hon. member is

mnaking a niee second reading speech, hut his
rennirks tire niot relevant to the question be-
fore the Chair.

Mr. STUB3BS: Let us give the men who
have retUrne~d from the firing line a chace
to make good in the Swan Valley anid else-
whewre. Let us try to keep within the State

time mone ,y thiis conmmunity spends on dried
fruits.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHElL:, In reply
to the member for Ouildford, we arc not now
dealiin with co-operation, but with market-
ing. The Bill is well understood, a similar
Mneasure having been passed more than onice.

The CHAIRAXN: I do not think the
amendment is wrell understood, in view of tha
wvax mnembers have been straying.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: I shall
either deal with the amtendmenit or sit down.
'The amiendmnent mens that the people of
this State shall for two years pay more for
dried fraits than people at Home will be
paying.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is not the pro-
dlucers you are -worrying about.

Hon. Sir JAMRES MITCHELL: Nothing
like what this Bill proposes is done in Den-
mark, the horne o! -o-operation, which sells
its products abroad. The Bill compels our
people to pay more for fruit in order that
the industry may survive.

Hon. W. DY. Johnson: That is not all it
does.

Hon. Sir James 'MITCHELL: Abso-
lutely that is what the Bill does. We are will-
ing that it should be done, but let us not de-
terre the people. I do not believe in hum-
hugging either the public or the producer.

Hon. WV. I.- Johnson: The Bill assists
thle producer, and you do not like that.

Hon. Sir JAMES 3%ITCHELjL: The Lon.
itember interjetinig never in his life, I
believe, assisted anybody. I am perfectly
willing to do for the dried fruits industry
wvhat is done by iegisdation for the ;ugar in-
dustry and the butter industry. I am not
averse to passing the amnendmuent as, it is;
I know we are going to continue this method
of dealing with dried fruits for years. to
Come.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: We have to.
Hon. Sir JAM-NES MITCHELL: But I

want to be clear about what we are doing.
We are asked to say this miethod of control
shall laut for two years instead of one. We
can pass rh6 amendment with advantage to
the taxpayers, if only to save the cost of
discussion.

Mr. LATUAM: 1 am glad the Minister
has agreed to accept the am'iendment. I will1
not hauve it that another place has no right
to amend oar legislation.

The, CHAIRMAN: Their rights are not
disputed; the question is whether the period
shall be onle year or two.

Mr. LAT HAMI: They have made a re-
tojnme'adation to this House.

The CH1A IF MNIX: Yes, but their rights
are not in question.

Mr. LATHAM: All I &iu sorry for is
that We h ave rio t iii tii it for. ai 1 ut Li ri Vod
When the irimmal Act was introduced in
1920 the period then fixed was 19201, and
>inee then this is the first time the Hill has
been before us. It must have been an over-
sight on the part of the Minister when he
-fixed the extension for one year. I am sorry
it is not five years.

M)r. SAMPSON: T feel that this Chamber
and the State owe a debt of gratitude to
Afr. Yelland, a member of :inother place,
for submitting the amendment to extend the
period.

The Pr-emier: Now you have settled it.
Mr. SAM1PSOK: I regret that the hon.

meniber did niot go further. He could have
followed the very good example set by the
growers iii South Australia.

The M1inister for Lands: A rotten ex-
ample!

Mir. SAMPSON: I would like the hon.
member to hear a portion of the test of a
petition presented to the Premier of South
Australia as recorded in the "Alurray Pio-
neer"'-

The CHAIRM3AN: Order! Surely the
hon, member has been here long enough to
know that he cannot transgress the Stand-
ing7 Orders in this disgraceful manner. The
question is whether the word "two" shall be
inserted instead of "one."

The Premier: And confine yourself to
"Western Australia.

Mr. SAYfPSON:- You are aware as well
ais I am that any matter properly hearing
on this subject-

The CHAT!?MAN:. I hare ruled that what
the hon. member wants to quote has no
hearingZ on the sublect, directly or indirectly.
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I do not know whether the hon. member has
read the Council's amendment; if not, I will
read it to him.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 submit that the action
being taken in South Australia has a direct
bearing on this clause, and it is an action
we might well emulate. The amendment is
A further indication that organisation along
the lines of the measure is essential.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That question
is, not being discussed. The hon. member
must confine the discussion to the Council's
amendment; otherwise I shall not allow him
to proceed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am in favour of ex-
tending the period to 1932 because at this
juncture it is impossible to secure an indefi-
nite extension. We had an opportunity the
other evening to note the increasing popu-
larity that organisation in respect of market-
ing is receiving. We had an instance of it
in the Sandalwood Bill which was accepted
without opposition. Travelling in the other
States we find that the principle is also be-
ing adopted. Orderly marketing versus
c-haos can be properly brought into this.

The CHAIR3MAN:_ The hon. member will
soon be in a state of chaos if he does not
speak to the amendmniit.

M1r, SAMIPSON: I hope, Mr. Chairman1
you are not saying that seriously.

The CHAIRMAN: I a-m saying it over-
seriously, because 1 have already warned the
hon. member.

MIr. SAM1PSON: T support the amend-
ment from another place. It is desirable
that the period should be longer if only be-
cause our Notice Paper is flooded every
year with Bills to re-enact statutes and which
very largely are formal measures.

Mr. SLErEMAW: It is remarkable the
right-about-turn taken by some hon. members
in this House. If we had a jam. industry,
would they do for that what they are doing-
for the dried fruits industry? The same
remarks Can be made to apply to the manu-
facture of implements in the 'State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: For one or two
years.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: One or two or five years,
or ever and ever, amen, if you like. When
a measure such as the Dried Fruits Bill is
brought forward we are told it is our dnty
to support it. I agree it is, but when it
Pomies to other industries bon. members op-
posite forget all about them. T hope mem-
hers will he a little more consistent when

other BiLls dealing with industries come up
for consideration.

Mr DAVY: I seem to be the only person
objecting to this. 1 remember when the Bill
was originally introduced, the member for
Guildford made an impassioned speech and
expressed great disappointment that the
Minister for Lands submitted it somnewhat
apologetically. He said he could not under-
.,tand why the Mihnister for Lands should be
apologetic because he said it was a socialist
party in Parliament and this was a socialistic
measure. I remember, too, the then member
for North-East Fremantle expressing amaze-
mecnt at any person Claiming to be a socialist
thinking the Bill could have the slightest re-
s5emblancee to socialism. It is not socialism,
it is purely selfish syndicalism.

The CHAIRMAN: Not the slightest re-
semiblance to the amendment proposed by
another plaoae.

M1r. DAVY. What has not?
The CHAIRMIAN: Your remarks.

3fr. DA.VV: I stand corrected, but per-
laps I have been led slightly from. the
straight and narrow path because of the
latitude allowed by you, _Mr. Chairman, to
the memiber for Ouildford. I shall continue
to protest against this form of legislation,
not because I am~ opposed to the dried fruits
industry or the interests of the people in it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They would inter-
pret it the same way that I do.

i-rr. DAVY: There might be some excuse
for them to do so, hut there is no excuse
for the member for Guildford interpreting
it in any such way. For the member for
Guildford to pretend that because I oppose
this Bill I am opposed to the interests of
the persons engaged in the dried fruits in-
dustry' is a greater piece of humbug than
rhe Rill s it is. If an bon. member
vannot oppose a measure that purports to
he in the interests of certain persons with-
out being accused of opposition to those per-
sons, free debate and honest expression of
opinion in this lHouse will gradually vanish.
My opposition to the Bill and to the Coun-
cil's amendment is that it cannot be any-
thing hut in the -worst interests of Western
Australia, that it is a piece of legalised ex-
tortion from the bulk of the people in fav-
our of one section of the people, who by this
measure are artificially kept in the industry
which, as, the member for Swan has ass-ured
us, canm never poisibly stand on its own feet.
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Mr. Sampson: Not if the present eeono-
inig situation continues.

Mr. DAVY: Since we can look forward
to its continuance for many years to come,
apparently those people can never hope to
run their industry economically. Am I to
be accused of being opposed to those people
because I desire that they should get out of
this industry and into sotnething they can
carry on profitably and without artificial as-
sistance? I said the other night, and the
member for Swan did not deny it,-

Mr. Sampson: While you are speahing
there is not much chance to deny anythig
you say.

Mr. DAVY: When another member makes
ain intelligent interjection, I pause.

The Premier: That is why you never
pause.

Mr. DAVY: Well, if an hon. member looks
intelligent enough, I will pause.

The CHAIRMAN: Well, you look at the
Chairman.

Mr. DAVY: I object to being accused of
being hostile to individuals because I oppose
some Bill. Surely one is entitled to take
the view that this measure, evil if it is to be
continued for one year, and doubly evil if
continued for two years, is not really in the
interests of the producers of dried fruits at
all.

Hon. W. D_ Johnson: Then they do not
know 'what they are doing? They know
more than you do about this industry.

Mr. DAVY: I know nothing about it, but
1 do know that to keep a number of people
engaged in an industry by compelling them
to join in the combine and charge the peo-
lIe of Western Australia sufficient, not only

to pay for what the people of Western Aus-
tralia consume, but also to pay for over ten
times that quantity, wvhich is exported abroad,
is the maddest kind of folly. I know, too,
that eventually, when all other industries are
given the same protection, we shall get the
hideous crash we are bound to have if. we
do not stop our folly. I am convinced that
this measure is had for Western Australia
mnd particularly bad for the people engaged
iii this industry.

Qne-tion put and passed ; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Council.

MOTION-ABORIGINES ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 30th October,
upon the following motion moved by Mn.
Coverley:

That this Douse disagrees with amnended
rlegulation 13a under the Aborigines Act,
1905, laid upon the Table of the Rouse on the
16th October, 1920; and that the regulation
be hiereby disallowed.

THE MINSTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Hon. H. liiigton-Leederville) (8.8]:
The regulation this motion seeks to disallow
gives power to the Chief Protector of Abo-
rigines to grant permits to take photographs
within an aborigines' station or reserve. It
is conceded that it is necessary to have this
power, but the objection taken by the mem-
ber for Kimberley is that the power is vested
in the Chief Protector of Aborigines, not in
the MNinister. Our experience is that it is
very necessary to have such a regulation.
However, we do not disagree with the hon.
member, who suggests that it might be pie-
ferable that the power should vest in
the Minister. Therefore, if the hon. member
is agreeable to let the regulation stand, we
will give an undertaking that the regulation
shall be altered and that the power, instead
of being vested in the Chief Protector of
Aborigines, shall be vested in the Minister.
if that -will meet the objection of the hon.
member, I will give an undertaking that
the necessary alterations shall -be made in
the regulation.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.10]: 1 under-
stand f rom the member for K imberley that
already there is in the Act sufficient power
to prevent anybody from going on to an
aborigines' reserve at a-ll. If people are

p 'hiited by law from going on to such
a reserve. I cannot see anyv necessity, for
the regulation.

The Premie;-: It may he deairable that
some people should he allowed to take photo-
grps while others are not.

Mr. LATHAM: But already they are p~ro-
hibited by law from going on to an ahori-
gines' reserve.

The Premier: We do not wish to prohibit
some people f:omn taking photographs, but
others we do.

31r. LATHAM: Evidently there is some
reason for this regulation, but the House is



(12 Novuvmsaa, 1929.148

not' informed as to what that reason is.
Until we hear something fnrlher than we
have heard from thle M1inister for Agricul-
ture, I wvili support the motion to disallow
the regulation. It is at violation of the law
for anybody to go on to an aborig-ines'
reserve, so the "Minister has not the power
to grant permission to any13body to eider
upon such a reserve. The only way out I
can see is that a person wishing to take a
photograph should stand outside tile reserve
to take his picture.

The Minister for Works: There are picket
fences all around these aborigines' reserves.

M1r, LATHAM: Of Course thle Minister
knows all about it, and I would not contra-
diet him.

Hon. Sir Jam"- Mitchell: The whole thing
i. against the At.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. I do not
know where Ministers get the power to allow
persons to go on to natives' reserves, and
consequently I do not see how permission
can be granted to anybody to take photo-
graphs on such reserves. Of course the
object of the regulation may be to prevent
thle servants of the State engaged on those
jesenves from taking photographs without.
the consent of the Minister. I do not know
what the object really is.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And I do not
know what attraction the photographer can
find.

MAr. LATHAM-1: We are asked to deal
with a regulation we know nothing about,
and I think the Minister for AgricnitaHIT
mtight have made it clear why the regulation
was framed, and why power should be vestedl
in thle Minlister to override the law.

MR. COVERLEY (Kiniberley-in reply)
[S.12] : My object in moving the motion was
torhave vested in the Minister thle power
whielh, under the regulation, is to be vested
in the Chief Protector of Aborigines. On
the assurance of the Minister for Agricul-
ture that the regulation will be so altered
a,. to ves;t the power in thle Minister, b 'y
leave of the House T will -withdraw the
motion.

Leave refused.

Motion put and niegatived.

MOTION-MAIN ROADS BOARD.

Contributory Local Authorities.

Debate resumed from the 30th October
upon the following motion moved by Mr.
Griffiths:

That a return be laid upon the Table of the
House sbowing-(a) The names of each Leal
authority that is to contribute 22%~ per tent.
of its license revenue to the Main Roads Board.
(b) The amount of unimproved land valuci in
e local authority's area. (e) The arnoant

of license revenue each receives from vehicular
sources. (d) Tile value of propos-d inain road
work in each area.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCalluma-South Fremantle) [8.14]: I
think I understand just what is desired by
the mover of the motion, although certainly
it is not clearly stated. In paragraph (a)
the hon. member desires the names of each
local authority that is to contribute 221/
per cent. of its license revenue to the main
roads fund. It is not stated under what law
or regulation, or proposal, that 2212 per
cent. is to be contributed. It says "is to
contribute to the Main Roads Board." How
and when?

Mr. Lathamn: That is implied in the legis-
lation we have passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- There
is no law to say that any local authority has
to contribute 22-1/ per cent. No Act has been
passed to that effect. This motion does not
say under what provision this comes, whether
it is a suggested law, an Act, a regulation, a
proposal, or what it is.

Hon. Sir Jaynes Mitchell: It passed this
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
not the law of the country.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
motion does not say to what this applies. The
first point I make against the motion is that
it does not indicate, if I have to get out a
return showing the 22Y2 per cent., under
what law, regulation, or proposal I am to
examine the whole question. Under what
law, regulation, or decision am I to compile
a return regardingr the 221/ per cent.?I There
is nothing to guide the department as to what
is intended.

Mr- Lathamn: You know what is meant.
The M1INIS TEE FOR WORKS: The

mover should liars told the House what he
meant.

1487



1488 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Latham: There is no need for a ser-
mon.

The IISTER FOR WORKS- Such a
thing as this should not have been brought
before Parliament. It does not indicate
what is in the mind of the mover. The sec-
ond point is that there is no decision of Par-
liament on the subject. A Bill is before
another place and there is no telling whether
it wvill become law or not. The work set out
in this proposal is pretty considerable, and
it appears to me it would be wrong to incur
the expense and take. up the time of the de-
pertinent in compiling the information for
something which may never become the law
of the land. It is a waste of money. The
information may not be of use to anyone if
the Bill fails to pass. In (b) it says, "the
amount of unimproved land values in each
local authority area." Whose valuel'

Mr. Tatham: That is easy to obtain.
The 'MINIISTER FOR WORKS: Is it?

I know of at least two different valuations,
namely the local road board valuations, and
the State land tax vajuiations. Which one
does he wvant!

Mr. Latham: The one you are taking,
the department's.

The MIKISTER FO13 WORKS: Which
department?

Mr. Lathamn: The Taxation Department.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How

does the hon. member know tlhat?
'Ur. Lathamn: I know they take the valua-

tion of the department.
The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: The bon.

member does not know what will be done by
the department. Here is a motion which
says that the unimproved land value is re-
quired. The local authorities place their own
valuations upon land, and the Taxation De-
partment putt on a separate valuation. This
motion does not say whether it is the local
authority's valuation, the Taxation Depart-
ment's valuation, or someone else's.

The Premier: Or the farmer's valuation,
which is a very low one.

The MTISTER FOR WORKS: There
is nothing to set out exactly what is intended.

Mr. Lathamn: You are only stnne-waing.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wan

to show how ridiculous it is to put up a pr-
position framed as this is, and claim for it
the serious consideration of Parliament. It
would also put the department to time,
trouble and expense at the cost of the tax-
payer to get information which may not

be needed. The question is put up in a vague
and ambiguous manner. It may mean lON
different things. We do not know what it
means. In (c) the motion says, "the amount
of license revenue each receives from vehicu-
lar sources." To get that information the
department would have to communicate with
every local governing body and ask for the
information. If the hon. member wants that
he should do it himself.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: But you have
got it.

The M'INISTER FOR WORKS: It
should not be obtained by officers of the
Public Service. We have not got the infor-
mation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You brought
it to the House and told us how much yon
would get finder the system.

The INIS~TER FOR WORKS: I com-
piled figures for certain Years in order to
get information for the Bill I introduced.
I got this by writing specially for it. The
motion does not say for what your the in-
formation is required, whether it be for the
10 years past, for 10 years hence, or for
this or last year. How am I to knowI This
does not tell me what is wanted. It does
not say what period is covered. The way
the motion is framed is absolutely ridicu-
lous. If the hon. member wants informa-
tion at the expense of the taxpayers, it is
his job to write for it himself, In (dt) the
motion says, "the value of proposed main
road wvork in each area," The value of
what work? Does the hon. member mean
the value of the work which has been done
since the scheme started, or the value of
the work done in any year, or of that which
is likely to be done for 10, 20 or 30 years?
Have you, Sir, in all your experience, seen
a proposition put up to Parliament so
meaningless and so impossible to nwer
and deal with as this motion'

The Premier: It must mean the value
for the next ten years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To take
tip the time of the House in bringing for-
ward a preposition such as this is an abuse
of the lprivdlexes of Parliament.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is an
abuse of Parliamentary privilege.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Instead
of agreeing that officers of the service
should devote their time to compiling this
information, it would be better if we passedl
a vote of censure on the hon. member for
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taking up the timec of the House by sub-
mitting such a meaningless, vague and
imapossible proposition.

Mr. Latbam : We wvill extend it. to you for
your services.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
House would be wrong to direct that this
inifornmation should be obtained. It is im-
possible for'*any person to know what is
intended by the motion. If I set the stalf
of the department to answer these ques-
tions they might look at them from a hun-
dlred different aspects, and then be unable
to satisfy the hen, member.

The Premier: And the election would he
over before we got the information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
cost a considerable sum of money to get,
and would mean a waste of valuable time
on the part of officers, who could spend it
in a very much better way. Although the
niotion does not say so, I suppose it refers
to the Bill now before another place. That
may never become law, and the informa-
tion may never be of any value to anyone.
It is a waste of time and money to com-
pile it. I doubt if anyone could under-
stand the motion, or could iay what infor-
mation is really required to answer the
questions asked.

HON. SIR JAMEIS MITCH1ELL (MTor-
tlian) [8.23): It is not the fault of the
mover that the Minister does not understand
the question. He does not want to under-
stand it. It is quite clear that the hon. mem-
ber wishes to get the names of each local
authority who will connilute the 221,. per
cent, from their license revenue, if, the Bill
before another place becomes law. The Min-
ister should giv-e the fullest i,,fOrumation Oil
the point, He haes told t he lloote whatt lie
will collect.

The Minister for Works: If I have told
the flouse, why is a return asked for?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The sum
haes been published. The Minister must have
made it up by getting the names of the
local authorities who would contribute that
amount of license fees. It would be easy
to give the House the information. I hope
members will not be influenced by the Min-
ister's way of dealing with the question, and,
in the interests of their own local author-
ities, will insist on the information being
supplied. It will not cost anything to carry
out the terms of the motion. If it did cost

a, lot of in oneyv, the Miniister inight well ask
the House to pause before passing the mo-
tion. Already the 3Minister has sufficient
information at his disposal to satisfy mem-
bers. With regard to the unimproved land
value, no doubt it would cause considerable
trouble to get the information, because the
Minister has not dealt with that side of the
quiestion. He could give uts all the informa-
tion about license fees if he cared to. The
motion asks the value of the proposed main
road work each year. The hon. member
means the amount of money to be spent.

The Minister for Works: Which year or
for which p~eriod? How can you place a
value on the workl

Hon. Sir JA'.%ES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister cannot place a value on the work, but
can show the amount it is proposed to spend.

The Minister for Works: The motion does
not say that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The bon.
member mayv have nonde a mistake.

The Premier: How do you know that? He
mray have meant what he says.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I agree
that the Minister cannot set any value on
the work done, but he can say the amount
to be expended.

The Minister for Works: The work done
may he worth thousands more than was
spent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member wants to know what it is proposed
to spend. We ought to be careful about
the expenditture of these moneys. We were
not careful when we appointed a man re-
cently at a cost of £700 or £800 a year.

The Minister for Works: I showed that
this would mean a saving of money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It will
not mean that. It was wro ng to make the
appointment. The Premier has to-day
,asked its to agrTee to amend certain
Bills dealingf with the Civil Service.
Appointments such as this, should be
broughrlt under the Act, so that inoney'
"all be saived to the Mfain Roads Board
and other departments. Money is being
wasted by the appointment I have just
referred to. I want to know the name of
the officiall concerned. I understand that
£3,000 more was given for certain material
by reason of the lowest tender, put in by a
satisfactory firm, not being accepted. That
is a lot of money. I will move to-morrow
for the production of the papers. The Min-
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ister has certainly explained the matter in
his own way.

The Minister for Works: Move for the
papers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will.
If wve have thousands to give away in this
fashion, there should be no question about
giving the House this information to en-
able us to do our work properly.

Mr. Withers: You would not ask for in-
formation pending something happening.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: The ses-
sion will be over by the times the Hill is

pasved, and wep sAll never have in oppor-
tunity to deal with the matter. The hon.

member wants the information the Minister
used when lie introduced the Bill.

The Minister for Works: Then why does
he want a return nowl

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-

ister said so much would be collected on the

basis of 221/ per cent. and so on. The hion.

member now wants the names of the boards
which will contribute 22y/2 per cent. The
Minister must have the information; so we
are not asking for much expenditure in con-

nection with the return.
The Minister for Works: Howv can you

say what he wants? You cannot interpret
that motion.

The Premier: It is difficult to justify the

hon. memher's arguments.
Hon. Sir JA.%ES MITCHELL: Why do

the Government want to avoid giving the

information? What is behind their refusal?
Why this laughter 'from the Government
side? Has this question been discussed by

caucus, and has it been decided that the

hon. member shall not be given the informa-

tion? of course that is the position. They
are af raid to give the hon. member the
information-afraid that the boards will

know how they are to be treated.
Mr. Withers interjected.
Hon. Sir jAMES MITCHELL: The road

hoards in the Hunbury electorate will want
to know this information, but the member

for Sunbury says they are not to know.
There is a nigger in the woodpile. Mtem-

bers opposite are blind followers of the
Government and must support them. I sup-
pose every one of them represents a road

board, and I hope the road boards will re-
member that they decided that information
dealing with business of the country was not
to be made available to them.

The Minister for Works: You will try
hard.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: it is
scandalous that we should have to stand here
and tear up a speech delivered by the Min-
ister. Fancy the 'Minister talking to a mem-
ber on this side of the House as he has done!I
It is not that he cannot give the information;
it is that he does not wish to give it, and
perhaps in a way he is wise. Members op-
posite may smile and vote 'with. the Minis-
ter, but they will have to vote on this ques-
tion.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.32]: f regpret
that the Minister has not viewed the
matter differently. Hle must realise that
members on this side of the House have a
perfect right to ask for information. They
represent an intelligent body of electors, just
as do members opposite. I am sure mem-
bers on the Government side would not like
to be treated in this way. It may be that
t he member for Avon has not been quite, de-
finite enough in framing this motion, but
without doubt his intentions arc perfectly
clear. I have not discussed the matter with
him but I guarantee that I can interpret his
wishes.

M.Nr. Withers: Did hie not speak on the
E:econd reading of the Bill?

Mr. LATHAM: We are not discussing the
Bill.

Mr. Withers: The Bill has not yet become
law.

Mr. LATHA3I: I am discussing the mo-
tion of the mcmber for Avon, who has asked
for certain information that is of vital inter-
est to the local governing bolies in his
electorate, of which there are several. I am
sorry the Minister has not agreed to give
the information. I know there cannot be
ay treat difficlty in obtaining answers to
the first two requests.

The Minister for Works: Take the secnd,
what values does he mean?

Mr. LATlHAM: The hon. member meant
the Taxation Department's valuations.

The Premier: How do you know that if
yon hare not consulted himt

Mr. LATHAM%: T am interpreting his re-
qulest.

The Minister for Works: I am interpret-
ing it quite differently.

'Mr. LATHAM: I know the Minister well
enough to be sure that he could take an
intelligent view of the question.
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The Minister for Works: Would it not
lie just as intelligent to take the local gov-
ernmient valuational

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister knows that
in nearly every instance the valuations of
the Taxation Department have been accepted
by the local authority.

The Minister for Works: 1 know nothing
of the sort; in fact I know the contrary.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister is not con-
trolling local governing bodies at present.

The Minister for Works: I know that
statement is quite wrong.

Mr. LATHAM: A great many of the local
authorities have adopted the Taxation De-
piartment's valuations.

The Minister for Works: Quite a few.
Mr. LATHAM: A great many of them.

All of them have not, because the whole of
the valuations have not been completed.

The Minister for Works: Which one
would you take?

Mr. LA TRAM.: I think I am interpreting
the hon. member's intentions when I say he
desired the Taxation Department's valua-
tions.

The Minister for Works: And you your-
self say they have not yet been completed].

Mr. LATHAM%: The hon. member really
had no need to ask that question, because
he could have obtained the information from
the annual report of the Taxation Depart-
ment. As regards the amount of license reve-
nue each local authority receives from vehi-
vular sources, there is no doubt the Minister
had those figures wvhen he introduced the
Bill.

The Minister for Works: But for what
year?

Air. LA THAM: The current year.
The Minister for Works: I have not got

them.
Mr. LA THAM: Well, for last year.
The Minister for Works: I had to write

specifically in order to get them.
Mr. LATHAM: I know the Minister has

them.
The Premier: How do you know the hon.

member wanted the figures for last year?
The motion does not say so.

Mr. LATHA-M: T am interpreting the
motion.

The Premier: You may be entirely wrong.
Mr. LATHAM: I may be, hut I do not

think I am.
The Premier: How were the Government

to know what the hon. member meant?
Mr. LATHAM: T am not zoinL to be led

astray in that way.

The Premier: There is no leading astray
about it.

Mr. LATHIAM: The Premier is as capable
of judging the hon. member's intentions as
I am. There was no nteed to deliver a ser-
mon on the shortcomings of the lion, gentle-
juan in his method of putting up questions.
We can frame questions only so far as our
eapabilities permit us. The Minister might
it least have said that he would like the
motion amended to make more clear the in-
tention of the hon. member.

The Premier: It would not have been
agreed to by the House.

MT LATHAM: I would not mind that,
but I do object to Ministers delivering ser-
mons to members.

The Premier: The Minister is entitled to
speak ii' any manner he likes.

Mr. LATHAM: But I object to it.
The Premier: You can object.
M r. LATHAM: The Mlinister would not

like us to treat hint in that way.
The Premier: I have known more objec-

tionable things to be done by the hon. mem-
her, xvho gave his word and ran away fron
it the next day.

Mr. LATHAM: I know very well that I
(lid not do so.

The Premier: Broke your word the next
day.

Mr. LATHAM: I did not, and I defy the
Premier to say that I ever did so.

The Premier: You did it on the franchise
Bill.

Air. LATHAM: I did not. I did not give
on undertaking to support the third reading
of that Bill. I stood to what I undertook
to do.

The Premier: I know what you undertook.
Mr. LATHAM: And I stood to my, under-

taking.
The Premier: You did not.
Mr. LATHAM: I know what I undertook.

to do.
Hou. G-. Taylor: You erred on the second

reading.
Mr. LATHAM: T voted on the second

reading and I also voted a second time that
day, but I did not give an undertaking re-
carding the third reading. I have never
given an undertaking and run away from it,
and I hope that so long as I am here I shall
never do so. Consequently we have settled
that point.

Hon. G-. Taylor: It is not too clear 'vet.
Mr. LATHAM: I think the Minister for

Works will realise that the member for Avon
is entitled to the infonination.
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The Minister for Works: How do you
interpret paragraph (d)?9

Mr. LATHRAM: I interpret it to mean the
value of the work proposed for the year.

The Minister for Works: Which year?
Mr. LATHAM: The current year.
The Minister for Works: The work that

it is proposed to do this year and three or
four months of the year have gone? I do
not know what it means.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister might have
considered that it covered the five or six
years' work.

The Minister for Works: I would say it
covered the full ten years' period.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know whether
the Minister has a schedule of works for the
ten years, but I know the local authorities
were asked to forward recommendations for
a period of years ahead. Suppose the bon.
member did not make himself qui'e clear, it
would not have been difficult to ask him to
amend his motion so that it would he under-
stood. There is a better way of doing it
than that adopted by the Minmister. I am
sorry the Minister has not agreed to supply
the information.

Mr. Withers: Have another second read-
ing speech on a Bill already passed by the
Rouse I

Mr. LATHAM: It is not a second -reading
speech. The motion could have been
amended to make quite clear the hon. mem-
ber's intention.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) £8.42]: 1 pro-
pose to support the lion. member in asking
for this inforrnalivn. I air disappointed at
thev attitude adopted b)*y the Minister for
Work, and the Premier. The intention of the
hion. member can easily be determined.

The Premnier: We caln(,t be expected to
be mind readers.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a question not of
being mind readers, but of answering ques-
tions. Some particular, are annually sub-
mitted to the departments.

T*he Premier: If they are, why not get
them, from the reports?

.Mr. SAMPSON: It would take a good
deal of dissecting to arrive at the informa-
tion.

The Minister for Works: Which one is
annually submitted to the department? Not
one of them.

Mr. SAMPSO'N: The information asked
for in paragraph (b). While those figures
are given in the local gov~rnment returns,

they are not shown separately, and some dis-
section would be required. Howv could the
hon. member dissect the figures?

The Minister for Works: Why not take
the returns of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tionI? How do I know which return was
nieant?

MrI. SAMPSON: The Minister should
have done what I would have done in the
c~ircunmstances.

The Minisfer for Works: I do not think
there is mouch chance of Chat.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think the Minister
should have taken the return relating to the
imrtieulir department or branch referred to.
There is 110 one of whom I would ask a
question with greater confidence of getting
the tight answer in certain circumstances
that, the Premier.

Hon. G. Taylor: That will bring hint
Air. SAMPSON: Especially if the ques-

tion were submitted in a respectful way.
That has been done. The motion was re-
cived 1, 'v you, Air. Speaker, and no objec-
tior, was raised by the Minister at the time.
Later oji the Minister gave it consideration
and said, "I am not going to take this
motion; I shall put it hack on to the mem-
ber for Avon and pour ridicule on his head."
That wans very painful.

The 'Minister for Works: I think I was
very kind.

-Ar. SAMPSON: Cruel only to he ktind,
intirhe, but not n Itogepther kind. From this
question-

The Premier: An absurd, electioneering
qunestion brought forward every day!I I am
tired of them'

MNr. SAMPSON: From this question
there mar be derived some information that
will be helpful not only to the member for
Avon hut to others who arc desirous of know-
in,,, the Dnmes of the local authorities who
sire to contribute the 221 per cent.

The Prouier: Contributing 221/ per
cent of ivhut?

Mr. SAMPSON: Of the traffic fees.
The Premier: To whom?
Mir. SA]%IPSON: To the Main Roads

coard.

Ifr. Withers: Under which Act?
Mr. SA'MPSON: The Premier knows this

matter so well that he realises the position.
It wns, comparatively speaking, only yester-
day that we were discussing it. and the po-
sition is fresh in the minds of bion, mem-
bers. It is a matter of paramount import-
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ance to members interested in road work,
to secure this information. We. should
applaud the hon. member's industry and
activity in seeking to obtain the in-
formation indicated in the motion. In
other circumstances, this would be a
virtue; now it seems to be a crime! The
spectacle of the Minister for Works acknow-
ledging that he could not understand what
was meant by the series of. questions, is
likely to damage his reputation. With a
good deal of confidence, I could say there
is not one of the questions to which the
Minister could not give an approximately
correct answer without reference to his de-
partment. The Minister has the payments
fairly well tabulated in his mind now, for
he was the chairman of the select committee
that dealt 'with this matter. Notwithstanding
what has been said, I hope the information
wilt be forthcoming. With your persuasive
eloquence, Mr. Speaker; I am sure you
wou'd he able to induce tho Minister to fur-
nish it.

The Minister for Works: You are pay-
ing a great compliment to the Speaker.

Mr. Chesson: You must have kissed the
Blarney stone.

Mr. SAMPSON: I support the motion,
and hope the House will agree to it.

MR. H. A. GRIFFITHS (Avon-in re-
ply) [8.48]: The Minister for Works was
pleased to be facetious-I will put it that
way. When I was giving evidence before
the select committee, of which the Minister
was chairman, the fact was mentioned that
the Kellerberrin people wanted the petrol
tax. The Minister, in his usual courteous
weay, said to me, "Do you not know that the
petrol tax is ultra vires;, it is out?" I
replied that .1 had been in the country for
some time. He replied facetiously, "Where
have you been for the 'last nine mouthst"

The Minister for Works: The last two
years!

Mr. GRIIFFITHS: At any rate, it was
nine months that you mentioned then.

The Minister for Works: A-way in the
country for two days, and did not know
what had happened during two years!

Mr. GRIFFITHS5: Think of the hum-
orous nature of this M1inister. Only a
night or two before that he had told the
House that the petrol tax was likely to be

revived in South Australia, and that is
-.&hat I referred to. The Minister know LIaL,
but he tried to throw ridicule on what I
had to say, as he always attempts to do
here.

The Minister for Works- Absent in the
country for two days, and did not know
what had happened during two years]I

Mr. GRIFFITUE]S: There be goes 1 That
is a sample of what the Minister -always
does. He gives half truths. In this instance
the petrol tax was likely to he revived in
South Australia and he told the House that
he was watching the position with a great
deal of interest because we would take
steps in this State if possible. That is what
I1 alluded to, and that demonstrates the
sarcasm indulged in by the Minister. You,
Mr. Minister, know what I want just as
'well as I do,

The Minister for Works: I am not a
mind-reader.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: You know very well
what the question means.

Mr. SPEAKERE: Order The lhon, mem-
ber must address the Chair, not the Mfin-
ister.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister knows
what the 22% per cent, refers to. 'His siun-
screen does not cut any ice with me. I
told him that if it 'would mean a lot of
expense to compile the return, I would not
press for it. There was no need for the
Minister for Works, in his, Mussolini style,
to rise and talk in the way he did. As to,
the question relating to land values, the
idea in my mind was that the Taxation
Department would-

The Minister for Works: There yon go;
you were wrong.

Mr. ('RIFFITHES: The intenition was
there all right, and it is all very well for-
the Minister to thrown out his smoke-
screen.

The Minister for Works: The member
for York says you were wrong.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister could
give some approximate idea because he has
the figures in his office.

The Minister for Works: I have not.

Mr. GIRIFFITHS: Then there vas the
question regarding the value of the msaim
roads.
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The Premier: That is a very clear ques-
tion!1 Absolutely easy to answer.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When the Minister
for Works says that £1,250,000 is to be
spent during the current year-

Mr. Sampson: Surely there must he a
schedule of works!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Of course. The ques-
tion is quite clear, and we should have the
infrornation.

Hon. G. Taylor: You have not much
chance of getting it.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: No. I would not in-
sist upon the return if it meant expense,
but I object to the Minister making such
statements as he has this evening. I object
to him endeavouring to throw ridicule upon
a question that anyone with average brains
could grasp the meaning of.

The Minister for Works: There you go.
According to that the member for York
has not an average brain, because hie mis-
understood the question.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The idiotic state-
ments of the Minister cut no'ice with me.
Many members on both sides of the House
would like to get the information. We
would like to know the intentions of the
Government regarding the expenditure of
£1,250,000, and how that work is to be dis-
tributed. We would like to know where
big crowds of men will be sent.

lion. G. Taylor: You will know all about
it in Mlarch next.

Mr. Clydesdale: We wilt give you due
notice.

Mr. GRIF'FITHS:- I am not afraid; I
,can keep up my end.

Mr. Angelo: Beware of the Ides of
March!

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes...........12
Noes......... . IS

Majority against

V r Angela
It Domes'
Mr. Feygur-on
Mr. iriffitbo&
Mr. Latbam.
Mr. Lindsay

6

Sir James 'Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. S. H. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. North

(Teler

NOES.

Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydendale
Mr, Collier
Mr. Coverley
Mr, Cowan
Mr. CunhOiDgbam
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert

A VKtS.
Mr. narniard
Mtr. Stubbs
M t. Brown
Mr. George

Mr. Lamood
.%Ir. McCallum
M r. Milingtonl
.Mr. Rowe
Mr. Sleeman
Air. Troy
11r. A. Wanabrough
Mr. Withers
Itr. Wilsonj

PA IRS,
Noun.

Miss Holman
11r. Wilicoch
Mr. Corboy
Air. LuteY

Question thus negatived.

BILL-REDISTRIBUTION or SEATS
ACT AMENDMENT.

First Readiing.

On motion by the Premier, leave obtained
to introduce the Bill, which was read a first
time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [8.58] in moving the second read-
ing said: I desire to explain that the Bill
has been found necessary because of errors
in the descriptions in the Schedule of the
Act.* It was only when a. commencement was

m1ade on the rolls that the Chkief Electoral Offi-
cer discovered the defects, and pointed out
to the members of the Commission the diffi-
culties that had arisen. It was then found
by the Commissioners themselves that the
houndaries of some of the electoral districts,
as described in the Schedule, were not as
they desired or intended them to be.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They must have
heen pretty careless in their work.

The PREMIER:- I would not say that.
In some instances it was merely a question
of the number of locations.

Hon. Sir James MUitchell: That is quite
understandable.

The PREMIER: It will make no differ-
ence to the boundaries, or at any rate not
much, except in the matter of the number of
electors.

Hon. Sir .Thmes Mitchell: There are several
like that.

The PREMIER: In others, it means some
slight alterations regparding the boundaries
zni affects a few of the electors, but not



[12 NovEmBER, 1929.] 1405

sunny, so far as I can understand. When
the matter was submitted to me, I asked that
it should be referred to the Commissioners
who framed the boundaries, for their concur-
rence. Perhaps I can best explain the pur-
poses of the Bill by reading a statement by
the Surveyor General, one of the Commis-
sioners. The following is a minute addressed
to the Chairman of the Electoral Commis-
sion by Mr. Caxnm:-

(1) It appears that certain errors have oc-
curred in the technical descriptions of the
boundaries of the electoral districts, as shown
in our report, which affect the actual working
of the Act, and do not convey the real inten-
tions of the Commissioners. (2) These errors
are as shown in attached minute from the
Chief Draftsman, Lajids Departmert, dated
30-1o-29. (3) it is also found thant the bomi-
dary between the Leederville and Mt. 1faw-
thorn electorates, although correctly described,
passes through the centre of the Home of the
Good Shepherd. It is suggested that for ob-
vious reasons the boundary should be amended.
((4) The boundary between Subiaco and Mt.
Hawthorn electorates also passes threugh the
St. John of God Hospital, and the boundary
requires amending. This is a drafta'nnn's
error, due to the u~e of an old litho. when de-
scription was being prepared. (5) Also it is
found that the boundary between Middle Swan
and Canning passes through a number of emal
private subdivisions, making it very difficult
for the Electoral Department to decide enrol-
ments. It is suggested that the Welshpool-
road be made the boundary. (6) As amend-
ment to the Act will be necessary to remedy
these errors, which I understand the Govern-
ment are prepared to introduce, and a rezom-
mendation from the Conmnission is desired.

I shall now read the Commission's recomn-
mendations, signed by the three Commis-
sioners. The communication is addressed to
the Minister for Justice, and is as follows:-

(1) It appears that certain errors in the
technical descriptions of some of the boun-
daries of the electoral districts recommenJed
by this Commission have been discovered
which nullify the intentions of the Commnis-
sinners and affect the working of the Act. (2)
These errors are set out in the minute from
the Chief DraLftsman, Lands Department. dated
30-10-29. (3) It is also found that the boun-
dary between Mt. Hawthorn and L.:ederville
electorates passes through the centre of the
Home of the Good Shepherd; that the boun-
dary between Mt. Hawtborn andl Subiaco elec-
tora passes through the St. John of God
Hospital buildings, due to a draftsman 's en-or,
and that the boundary between Middle Swan
and Canning electorates passes through a num-
ber of small private subdivisions, impuning
difficulties in enrolment in the Electoral De-
partment. (4) It is desirable to put these
matters in order, and the Commissioners would
recommend that the necessafr Bill be intro-
duced to amend the Act, embodying the amend-

masnts to boundaries, as suggested by the Chief
Draftsman, Lands Department. (5) It is
suggested that the boundarj' between Leeder-
ville and Mt. Hawthorn be amended as shown
in blue on litho., throwing the 56 electors
affected into the Leederville electorate. (6)
It is also suggested that the boundary between
Subiaco and Mt. Hawthorn be amended. as in
blue on litho., tao conform with the prceient
Salvado-rosd, the Commissioners' original in-
tention thus, placing the 90 electors affected
in Mt. THawthorn. (7) In view of the diffi-
culties experienced by the Electoral Depart-
ment it is also recommended that the boun-
darty between Canning and Middle Swan be
amended as shown in blue on litho., to fo!low
the Welshpool-rosid. The electors affected
tlhereby would number 30 as against 82, resuit-
ing in as addition of 32 to the Canndig and
a consequent reduction in the Middle Swan
electorate.

That communication is signed by Mr. Justice
Northmore, Mir. Carom the Surveyor General,
and Mr. Way the Commonwealth Electoral
Officer. On reference to the Bill itself hion.
members will fiud that some other districts
are affected. In the case of Canning, in-
stead of a line or two of the schedule being
amended, a new schedule, with the alterations
suggested, is substituted. I thought that
would be a better way of doing it than to
amend the schedule itself, although in some
eases, where the misdeseription is merely an
error in the number of a location, one set of
figures is substituted for another instead of
the whole schedule being struck out and a
newr one inserted. Collie electorate is affected
merely to the extent that the word "west"
should be "east." It makes no difference in
the, boundaries, or in the number of electors-
In the ease of Greenough electorate it is pro-
posed to omit the words "and that of the
Sandford River." The alteration, I under-
stand, affects the boundaries between Green-
ough and Gascoyne. Although a consider-
able area of countryv is involved in the altera-
heon, the number of electors affected is small
-40 or under. The mistake arose through
giving- a river or watercourse the wrong
name.

Mr. Angelo: Does the amendment leave
the Gascoyne electorate as it was before?

The PREMIlER: The schedule as it
passed this Chamber did not leave Gascovne
as it was previously, although the recom-
mendation of the Commissioners was that
the four North-West seats should remain as
they were. When the boundaries were de-
fined, it was found that the description of
Greenough in the schedule would not leave
flascovue exactly as it was before. The
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amendment leaves Gascoyne as- the Commis-
sioners intended it should be. Leederville
electorate is affected because of the boundary
running through the Rome of the Good
Shepherd. In the case of Middle Swan and
Canning a boundary runs through private
subdivisions instead of a highway or at road;
and thus it is most difficult for the Electoral
Department to decide, in some eases, whether
an elector lives in this electorate or in the
other. Mt. Hawthorn and Subiaco are also
involved in what I have quoted. In the case
of Wagin the alteration is a mere trans-
position of some figures-4,150 should be
4,105, apparently a inere printer's error. The
same correction is required in connection
with Willinins-Narrogin. I propose to lay
the file on the Table. I am not asking that
the Bill should be proceeded with this
evening.

'Ron. Sir Jamcs Mitchiell: Do you need
a statutory inc ority q

The PREMI1ER: 1 am not sure. As the
Bill effects alterations in boundaries, it
might be thoughit that there -was something
in the measure, However, I have given hon.
members the whole of the information I have
on the subject. The matter originated with
the Chief Electoral Officer, and was then
gone into by the chief draughtsman of the
Lands Department;, he put up a report which
is supported by the Survey-or General and
endorsed by the Cormmission. Only three of
the proposed alterations are of any conse-
quence; and even these affect, comparalvely
speaking, only a few electors. Shortly after
the existing Act had passed through this
Chamber, the members most closely con-
cerned discovered that a boundary ran right
throusth the St. John of God Hospital and
the Rome of the G ood Shepherd, witb results
that would be inconvenient and confusing.
I lay the file on the Table, and move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell.

debate adjourned.

Hou.qe adjourned at 9.13 p.m.

Ickislattve Cou1cil.
Wednesday, 1381h November, 1929.
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The PRESiDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.-, and read prayers.

QUESTION-MINER'S PHTHISIS.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, What are the rates and condi-
tions of compensation payable to benefi-
mianes under Subsection 4 (a) and (b) of
Section .9 ot the 1liner's Phthisis Act, 1922-
25"'? 2, How many men have been excluded
fromn the mining industry nder Section 8,
Subsection (1) of the Miner's Phthisis Act,
1922" (a) prior to 31st December, 1925;
(b) since 1st January, 19269 3, How many
of these excluded men have received compen-
sation under the (a) Miner's Phthisis Act,
1922-25"; (b) Workers' Compensation Act?
4, How many persons have heen, or are re-
ceiving compensation under Subsections 4
(c) and (di) of Section 9 of the Miner's
Phthisis Act, 1925"? .5, How many persons
have received compensation under Section 7
of the Workers' Compensation Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, Married men: half wages, with an addi-
tional paymnent in respect of dependants, as
Under: wife, father, mother, grandfather,
grandmother, step-father, step-mother, £1
per week each; son, daughter, illegitimate
son, illegitimate daughter, grandson, grand-
daughter, step-son, step-daughter, hrother,
sister, half-brother, half-sister, under 16
years, 8s. 6d. per week each; the maximum
payment not to exceed the basic wage for
the time being in the district. On the death
of a married man his widow becomes en-
titled to £2 per week until re-marriage or
death, hut no alteration is made in the
rates pay able to his other dependants.
Single men or widowers: half wages. with
an additional payment in respect of depen-


